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Vhile the coffee community | ng for the ne 1S0N to start, many exporters are still facing difficulties
ti dear out theu: ald stﬂcks whlch isa result ﬂf several factﬁrs 'Ihe first reason given is the minimum price set by
Ethiopian Coffee and Tea Authority being too high when compared to the international prices. For instance,
Lekempti’s coffee minimum price for the week of September 19 - 25 is set at $1.56/lb. The international coffee
price that is traded in New York on September 23 for December 2023 shipment is $1.51/1b. In order for interna-
tional buyer’s to trade Lekempti G5 coffee, its minimum price should be set between minus 20 and 40 below the
international price. The current minimum price is completely out of buyers buying range and has become a major
obstacle for exporters not being able to move their coffees.

The second reason is the drop in international coffee prices. During the start of the 2022/2023 harvest season, it is
to be remembered that coffee cherry prices were being sold at record prices. Even though there were clear signs that
Brazil's coffee was making a return after suffering a frost disaster that destroyed its coffee plantation, many produc-
ers and exporters in Ethiopia ignored this sign and rallied the price of coffee to unprecedented levels. Today, these
exporters are paying a hefty price as they are unable to find market for their products.

While the government has increased foreign currency utilization from 20% to 40% to motivate exporters, it still
needs to further develop strategies to help exporters sell their stocks.

Coffee Exhibition

Ethiopia will be hosting the 20th African Fine Coffees Conference & Exhibition and 1st African coffee week in
Addis Ababa, on 6th-9th February, 2024.

According to officials at Ethiopian Coffee and Tea Authority, this exhibition will create an advantage to Ethiopian
exporters because it is held at a time when international coffee prices are down. It is believed that exporters will
have an opportunity to showcase their products and have a higher bargaining chance to sell their products at
higher prices.

Most importantly, this exhibition is expected to bring over 2000 exporters, producers, and buyers from African Fine
Coffees Association member countries as well as international buyers, it will undoubtedly help to create direct rela-
tionships between Ethiopian exporters and international buyers.

KANYA Coffee Export plans to participate in this exhibition with the goal of forging new relationships with inter-
national buyers as well as showcasing our products.
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